
Rav Shmuel Strashun (the Rashash) was busy one 
erev Pesach engrossed in learning Hilchos Pesach.

After much talk between them, the Rashash had no 
choice, and asked R’ Yankel to attend Beis Din:

The Rashash placed the money in his 
sefer and forgot to note it down. A 

few weeks later he was looking through 
his accounting books and noticed that 

R’ Yankel still owed him a large sum.

The next year before Pesach, the Rashash 
was once again studying Hilchos Pesach...

The Rashash made inquiries and 
discovered R’ Yankel’s new address.

The Rashash raced to R’ Yankel’s home. He begged 
forgiveness and promised to personally go from shul to 
shul in town to restore his good name. R’ Yankel cried and 

explained his predicament…

The Rashash’s son met R’ Yankel’s 
daughter and there was no question 
that this was a match made in Heaven.

I am willing to 
swear that I already 
paid Rav Shmuel the 

entire sum!

Hashem 
Yerachem! The 

money was here all 
along! R’ Yankel was 

right! What can I 
do?

Let it go. I 
am Mochel! I wouldn’t 

want an individual to make 
a false oath because of 

me.

R’ Yankel must 
have forgotten… 

Please let R’ Yankel 
know that his loan 
was due a month 

ago.

Rebbi, today is the day 
the loan is due, and B”H I 

have come to return the sum 
I borrowed!

R’ Yankel, 
thank you so 

much! … please give 
me the envelope and 

I will count the 
money later.

I must 
write this in my 

accounting book... 
but I really must 
finish the sugya 

first!

Rebbi... What can you 
possibly do to restore my 

reputation? People will just think 
that you’re doing it because you 
are a Tzaddik and that you have 

Rachmanus on me!

Hashem, 
Thank You! I 

realize that this 
whole episode 

came about only 
in order to make 
this shidduch a 

reality...

Hashem, I 
have no words 

to thank You for 
what You have 
done for my 

family!

R’ Yankel, 
everyone will believe 

me if I allow your 
daughter to marry 

my son...

Rebbi! Rebbi! 
If this will IY”H 
happen I will be 
mochel with my 

whole heart!

R’ Shmuel Strashun (the רש”ש) was born to R’ Yosef and Rassa in Zaskevich, 
Vilna. His father was his main rebbi. He married Sarah, the daughter of 
R’ Yehuda Yudel from Streszyn (Strashun), near Vilna. The young couple 
settled in her hometown where his father-in-law had a distillery. In 1812 the 
family moved to Vilna, where R’ Shmuel established another distillery, which 
his wife ran so he could learn and teach.  His classic and brilliant peirush 
Hagahos v’Chiddushei HaRashash is on almost every daf in Shas (except for 
2 blatt). He also wrote a peirush on the Midrash Rabbah. Although he was a 

great leader and his שעוּרים were legendary, he refused to accept any 
official position.

of course, R’ Yankel claimed 
that he had already paid.

The case was dropped - along with R’ Yankel’s 
parnasah. No one trusted him, and he could not make 
a living. He moved away to try to make a fresh start.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

צְחָק זַצַ״ל ים יִּ  and ר׳ שָאוּל was born in Piltin, Latvia, to ר׳ חַיִּ
יבַת טעֶלז Korb. He went to חַיָה  at 16 and quickly became יְשִּ
a יד מֻבְהָק  In 1896, he married .זַצַ״ל of R' Leizer Gordon תַלְמִּ

רְיָם צְחָק the daughter of ,לֵאָה מִּ יבָה ,Rabin ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ  of דַיָן and ראֺש יְשִּ
Ponovezh (ים לְמֺשֶה עַל יוֹרֶה דֵעָה לֻאִּ צְחָק In 1909, he succeeded .(בַעַל מִּ  ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ
as דַיָן, later serving as רָב in Pavlograd and then Zager. In 1926, he 
immigrated to the United States, serving as a רָב in Harlem, NY, where he 
published his classic ים יבוֹת חַיִּ ים ,and later (עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם) נְתִּ  In .(דְרוּש) טַל שְחָקִּ
1928, he became a יבָה אֶרֶץ  in Chicago, IL. In 1951, he moved to ראֺש יְשִּ
שְרָאֵל שְרָאֵל where he became close to many ,יִּ  He is buried next .גְדוֹלֵי אֶרֶץ יִּ
to יסר זַלְמַן  .זַצַ״ל Meltzer ר׳ אִּ

 ג׳ סיון
5630 – 5717 
1870 – 1957 

R' Yehuda Tzadka יבַת פּוֹרַת  ,זַצַ״ל ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
ים said, "Two ,יוֹסֵף יקִׁ ים the ,צַדִׁ  חָפֵץ חַיִׁ
and the ים  to be זוֹכֶה were ,כַף הַחַיִׁ
considered the leading ים  of the פּוֹסְקִׁ
previous generation, and their ים  סְפָרִׁ
are found in every תּוֹרָה home. Both 
of these ים יקִׁ  deserve this צַדִׁ
distinction because they were careful 
with their speech.” It follows that every 
word in their ים  and had the קָדוֹשׁ is סְפָרִׁ
שְׁמַיָא יַעְתָּא דִׁ ם to be סִׁ     !מְקֻבָל בַשָׁמַיִׁ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ית אֲבֹתָם יַחֲנוּ    אמֹר: אִיש עַל דִגְלוֹ בְאֹתֹת לְבֵּ ר ה׳ אֶל מֹשֶה וְאֶל אַהֲרֹן לֵּ … וַיְדַבֵּ
( ב-בַמִדְבָר ב:א)  

 And Hashem spoke to מֹשֶה and to אַהֲרֹן, saying: Each man at 
his banner according to the insignias of their fathers’ household, shall 
they encamp … 
 The שְבָטִים took pride in the דְגָלִים, flags, that each one had. 
What was so significant about the flags?  
 The Jews prided themselves that each tribe served its 
particular function, thus enabling the nation as a whole to fulfill its 
purpose. Each man dwelled in the area of his tribe’s encampment, and 
each tribe traveled with its own flag. No one assumed another’s role, 
and each was loyal to his calling. 
 A story is told about R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל of Brisk. 
One יל יוֹם כִפּוּר  he noticed a wealthy and influential layman staying לֵּ
late in shul after מַעֲרִיב to say תְהִלִים. 
 R’ Yosef Dov approached the man and asked, “Tell me, what 
would happen if a soldier would flee from his battalion at a time of 
battle?” 
 The puzzled man quickly answered that he would be 
considered a deserter and liable for death.  
 R’ Soloveitchik continued, “And what if he did not leave the 
ranks, but merely abandoned his post and on his own went from the 

cavalry to join the infantry?” 
 The man pointed out that he was equally liable to the death 
penalty.  
 The רַב then told him, “My dear man, we are all members of 
the legions of ד׳. We all serve our roles and must guard our particular 
posts with diligence. The poor can do little to financially help others; 
they are the infantry. Their role is to recite תְהִלִים. The wealthier 
working class people have the job to fund תוֹרָה, as they are like the 
cavalry who stand high, leading the way for others as they perform 
 .חֶסֶד and צְדָקָה
 “You have been assigned to this segment of the nation. 
There are many needy people who rely on you to look after all their 
needs. You should be looking into finding solutions for the needy 
members of our community. How is it that you even have energy to 
stand here late at night reciting תְהִלִים? The task of providing 
assistance to the frail and broken should have drained your strength! 
Have you acted disloyally by abandoning your post as a cavalryman 
and assumed the job of an infantryman? Your job is to deal with the 
challenge of providing צְדָקָה and חֶסֶד, not to pick up a תְהִלִים, even on 
such an auspicious night of the year!” 

Adapted from: עַטֶרֶת מָרְדְכַי עַל הַתּוֹרָה (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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ל לְזְכוּת אַחֵינוּ  אֵּ רָּ ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ ה וּמִשִעְבוּד כָּ ה לְאוֹרָּ ה וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ ה לִרְוָּ רָּ קוֹם יְרַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶם וְיוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ ה ... הַמָּ רָּ הַנְתוּנִים בַצָּ
מֵן. רִיב וְאִמְרוּ אָּ א וּבִזְמַן קָּ לָּ ה... בַעֲגָּ  לִגְאֻלָּ



לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה ה תּוֹלְדֹת אַהֲרֹן וּמֹשֶּ ה שְמוֹת בְנֵי אַהֲרֹן … וְאֵלֶּ ר ג:א… וְאֵלֶּ ב(-)בַמִדְבָּ  
 These are the children of אַהֲרֹן and ה  These are the … מֹשֶּ
names of the sons of אַהֲרֹן … 
 Though only the children of אַהֲרֹן are mentioned, they are 
referred to as the children of ה ה for he taught them ,מֹשֶּ  This .תּוֹרָּ
teaches that whoever teaches another man’s son ה  is considered תּוֹרָּ
as if he had borne him (:דְרִין יט  .(רַשִ״י סַנְהֶּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Hungary during the 19th century was a country rich in ה  תּוֹרָּ
greatness. Its most famous leader was R’ Moshe Sofer, author of  חֲתַם
 of the city of Pressburg and head of the famous Pressburg רַב ,סוֹפֵר
Yeshivah. Under his leadership the ה  became known worldwide יְשִיבָּ
as a glorious center of ה  It became the pride and joy of every .תּוֹרָּ
father and mother to be able to say that their son studied in the  חֲתַם
ה s’סוֹפֵר  .יְשִיבָּ
 One of the ה  s outstanding students was a boy from a’יְשִיבָּ
very poor home. The boy lived quite far from Pressburg and would 
pay for his day-to-day needs with the little money his parents sent 
him. 
 During his fourth year in the ה  the boy’s parents were ,יְשִיבָּ
unable to send him even that small amount. He had no money for 
cleaning his clothes, buying some food, or anything else. 
 In his desperation, the boy thought of a rather original way 
to earn money. He approached another student who came from a 
very wealthy home and said, “I have a proposition to make: Our בִי  is רֶּ
now teaching us a topic in א רָּ  that I have studied once before. The גְמָּ
next שִעוּר he is to deliver is one that I heard him say three years ago, 
my first year in the ה  ,I remember it very well; the questions .יְשִיבָּ
answers, proofs and comparisons. In fact, I even recall בִי  s gestures’רֶּ

and the facial expressions as he proceeded from point to point. For a 
modest sum of money, I will say the שִעוּר for you and others, and 
perfectly imitate the manner in which the בִי   ”.delivered it רֶּ
 The wealthy student readily agreed to the deal and the boy 
delivered the שִעוּר, much to the delight of all those present. 
 Somehow, the חֲתַם סוֹפֵר caught wind of what had 
transpired. He called for an assembly of all his students, to be held 
the following day. The poor student and those who had attended his 
 might say חֲתַם סוֹפֵר were quite apprehensive about what the ”שִעוּר“
to them. It seemed obvious that they must have demonstrated a 
certain lack of respect by participating in a lecture that was intended 
as an imitation of their בִי  ask them to leave חֲתַם סוֹפֵר Would the .רֶּ
the ה  ?because of this יְשִיבָּ
 The next day, the students rose in respect as the חֲתַם סוֹפֵר 
entered the room to speak. His face looked grim and he was 
obviously upset. He began, “My dear תַּלְמִידִים: It is impossible for me 
to hide my distress; I’m sure it is apparent for all of you to see. 
Undoubtedly, you think that what happened yesterday is the cause of 
my distress. You are mistaken. It is not what happened yesterday; it is 
what caused yesterday to happen. 
 “A תַּלְמִיד of mine was desperately in need of money — so 
desperate that he went to extreme lengths to earn a little something 
for himself. But I am his בִי  his teacher, his father! Why did I not ,רֶּ
concern myself with his needs so that my תַּלְמִיד should not reach 
such a point of desperation? Why was I not aware of how badly my 
 ”?needed help in caring for his needs תַּלְמִיד
 The חֲתַם סוֹפֵר, weeping unabashedly, turned to his beloved 
 ”…begged, “please forgive me צַדִיק Please,” the“ .תַּלְמִיד

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 When one reads the ה מָּ סְכָּ  ,הַּ
approbation, of R' Yosef Chaim 
Sonnenfeld ״ל צַּ ״ד the ,זַּ אבַּ  of the רַּ
Ashkenazi ה חֲרֵדִית ף  on the ,עֵדָּ סֵפֶר כַּ
יִים חַּ  one can get a small glimpse of the ,הַּ
esteem in which its author, יִים עֲקֹב חַּ  ר׳ יַּ
Sofer ״ל צַּ  was held. R' Yosef Chaim ,זַּ
Sonnenfeld writes that the author is 
“from those who toil in ה ה and תוֹרָּ  עֲבוֹדָּ
ה —  ”!לִשְמָּ
 R' Yosef Chaim continues, “I do 
not feel worthy to give a ה מָּ סְכָּ  on this הַּ
work that was sent to me … it is totally 
unnecessary. The brilliance of the סֵפֶר 
can be witnessed on its own merit … I see 
how the author toiled with all his 
strength to explain each ה כָּ  according הֲלָּ
to all the appropriate שִיטוֹת … and then 

was always successful in bringing out the 
final ה כָּ     ”… הֲלָּ
 There was something about  ר׳
יִים עֲקֹב חַּ כוֹת s’יַּ  that clearly פִסְקֵי הֲלָּ
showed he had an unusual יָּא א דִשְמַּ עְתָּ  .סִיַּ
An example can be seen in the following 
episode. 
 Once, a ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ עֲקֹב  asked תַּ ר׳ יַּ
יִים שְרוּת a question on the חַּ  of a כַּ
chicken. יִים עֲקֹב חַּ  ruled that he ר׳ יַּ
should not eat it. For some unknown 
reason, the ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  was not תַּ
convinced. He mentioned his case to 
another פוֹסֵק, who was willing to permit 
eating the chicken on the condition that 
the יִים חַּ ף הַּ  .would nullify his ruling כַּ
יִים  עֲקֹב חַּ  nullified his view in ר׳ יַּ
deference to the other פוֹסֵק, and the 
ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  returned home with his תַּ

chicken. However, the ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  never תַּ
had a chance to eat the chicken. That 
ת בָּ ש the ,שַּ מָּ  responsible for placing the שַּ
ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  s food in the communal oven'תַּ
accidentally  forgot  about  the  chicken,  
and  it  got  burnt,  becoming inedible. 
 My לְמִיד יִים ,תַּ עֲקֹב חַּ  must ר׳ יַּ
have reckoned that the פוֹסֵק was greater 
than himself and, therefore, the owner 
of the chicken had a ה  .on סוֹמֵךְ to be דֵעָּ
With such modesty and respect towards 
another פוֹסֵק, is it any wonder that he 
merited such יָּא א דִשְמַּ עְתָּ  The crown ?סִיַּ
of ה  shines best on someone who is תוֹרָּ
respectful and modest!  
  

רוּךְ!      יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
 רֶבִי  Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

• Many are נוֹהֵג to spread grass and flowers around 
the שׁוּל on בוּעוֹת  הקב״ה to commemorate how שָׁׁ
beautified הַר סִינַי with flowers and grass by  מַעֲמַד הַר
 .סִינַי

• Although some also have a ג  to bring small trees מִנְהָׁ
into שׁוּל, the גר״א was מְבַטֵל this ג  because it מִנְהָׁ
resembles the   גוֹישׁע custom to celebrate their גָׁה  חָׁ
with trees. 

• One should stand during the קְרִיאָה of the  ת ר  עֲש 
 so as not to עֲלִיָׁה from the beginning of that הַדִבְרוֹת
show that only the ת הַדִבְרוֹת ר   .are important עֲש 

Additionally, if one reads it [along], the first day’s 
ה רָׁ  should be said while standing; if one just הַפְטָׁ
listens he may sit). The ה רָׁ  should be given to הַפְטָׁ
one of the שׁוּבִים  .חָׁ

• Some refrain from saying תַחֲנוּן only on בוּעוֹת אִסְרוּ  שָׁׁ
ן until תַחֲנוּן others do not say ;חַג  ,However .י״ב סִיוָׁ
many wait until after ן    .י״ג סִיוָׁ

• A מִתְפַלֵל in a place where the ג  תַחֲנוּן of saying מִנְהָׁ
after בוּעוֹת ג differs from his שָׁׁ  must follow the מִנְהָׁ
קוֹם ג הַמָׁ  Acting differently is wrong and is a .מִנְהָׁ
violation of ּלאֺ תִתְגֺדְדו. 

בווּעווֹת חֲרֵי שָׁ חֲנווּן אאַ ת וְתוּאַ בווּעווֹ מָא:  שָׁ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ

Halacha Corner

צְמָח  …אֱמֶת מֵאֶרֶץ תִּ   —  Truth  will  sprout  from  the  earth 
ים פה: יב) … לִּ י זַצַ״ל .(תְהִּ  s interpretation’ר׳ שְמוּאֵל רוֹזוֹבְסְקִּ
of this פָסוּק explains why the ים  to always זוֹכֶה was כַף הַחַיִּ
find the truth. He would explain to his ים ידִּ װאָס מעֶר “ ,תַלְמִּ

ים צוּ   יז עֶס פאַר אִּ ינגעֶר אִּ יק, אַלץ גרִּ ידעֶרִּ יךְ נִּ אַ מעֶנטש האַלט זִּ
 The more humble a person is [lowly as—זעֶהן דעֶר אֶמֶת
earth], the easier it is for him to recognize the truth 
[which sprouts from the earth].” Source: משל אבות 

Sage Sayings

מוּת מִלִין …אַקְדָּ   
In introduction to the Words… 

מוּת  is written as a poem with the אַקְדָּ
message to awaken every Jew to love ד׳ 
and to study His ה  Each line has .תּוֹרָּ
exactly 10 syllables to remind us the 
importance of the בְרוֹת ת הַדִּ רֶׂ  10 ,עֲשֶׂ
commandments, which is a focal point 
to the entire ה  Each line ends with .תּוֹרָּ
the letters תא, the last and first letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet, to teach that the 
cycle of ה  learning never finishes - as תּוֹרָּ
soon as one completes a ר  one must ,סֵדֶׂ
begin studying again. There are exactly 
90 lines. The number 90 is the יָּה ימַטְרִּ  גִּ
of ְך לֶׂ ם and (ד׳ referring to) מֶׂ  which) מַיִּ
represents ה ם הַיְהוּדי and (תּוֹרָּ דָּ אָּ  הָּ
(referring to the unity of אֵל שְרָּ  The .(כְלַל יִּ
message is  ְיך א בְרִּ א וְקוּדְשָּ אֵל וְאוֹרַײְתָּ שְרָּ יִּ
 the Jewish nation is one — הוּא חַד הוּא
with ד׳ and His ה  .תּוֹרָּ

Understandingאקדמות

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Learning Contest

Erev Shabbos



לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה ה תּוֹלְדֹת אַהֲרֹן וּמֹשֶּ ה שְמוֹת בְנֵי אַהֲרֹן … וְאֵלֶּ ר ג:א… וְאֵלֶּ ב(-)בַמִדְבָּ  
 These are the children of אַהֲרֹן and ה  These are the … מֹשֶּ
names of the sons of אַהֲרֹן … 
 Though only the children of אַהֲרֹן are mentioned, they are 
referred to as the children of ה ה for he taught them ,מֹשֶּ  This .תּוֹרָּ
teaches that whoever teaches another man’s son ה  is considered תּוֹרָּ
as if he had borne him (:דְרִין יט  .(רַשִ״י סַנְהֶּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Hungary during the 19th century was a country rich in ה  תּוֹרָּ
greatness. Its most famous leader was R’ Moshe Sofer, author of  חֲתַם
 of the city of Pressburg and head of the famous Pressburg רַב ,סוֹפֵר
Yeshivah. Under his leadership the ה  became known worldwide יְשִיבָּ
as a glorious center of ה  It became the pride and joy of every .תּוֹרָּ
father and mother to be able to say that their son studied in the  חֲתַם
ה s’סוֹפֵר  .יְשִיבָּ
 One of the ה  s outstanding students was a boy from a’יְשִיבָּ
very poor home. The boy lived quite far from Pressburg and would 
pay for his day-to-day needs with the little money his parents sent 
him. 
 During his fourth year in the ה  the boy’s parents were ,יְשִיבָּ
unable to send him even that small amount. He had no money for 
cleaning his clothes, buying some food, or anything else. 
 In his desperation, the boy thought of a rather original way 
to earn money. He approached another student who came from a 
very wealthy home and said, “I have a proposition to make: Our בִי  is רֶּ
now teaching us a topic in א רָּ  that I have studied once before. The גְמָּ
next שִעוּר he is to deliver is one that I heard him say three years ago, 
my first year in the ה  ,I remember it very well; the questions .יְשִיבָּ
answers, proofs and comparisons. In fact, I even recall בִי  s gestures’רֶּ

and the facial expressions as he proceeded from point to point. For a 
modest sum of money, I will say the שִעוּר for you and others, and 
perfectly imitate the manner in which the בִי   ”.delivered it רֶּ
 The wealthy student readily agreed to the deal and the boy 
delivered the שִעוּר, much to the delight of all those present. 
 Somehow, the חֲתַם סוֹפֵר caught wind of what had 
transpired. He called for an assembly of all his students, to be held 
the following day. The poor student and those who had attended his 
 might say חֲתַם סוֹפֵר were quite apprehensive about what the ”שִעוּר“
to them. It seemed obvious that they must have demonstrated a 
certain lack of respect by participating in a lecture that was intended 
as an imitation of their בִי  ask them to leave חֲתַם סוֹפֵר Would the .רֶּ
the ה  ?because of this יְשִיבָּ
 The next day, the students rose in respect as the חֲתַם סוֹפֵר 
entered the room to speak. His face looked grim and he was 
obviously upset. He began, “My dear תַּלְמִידִים: It is impossible for me 
to hide my distress; I’m sure it is apparent for all of you to see. 
Undoubtedly, you think that what happened yesterday is the cause of 
my distress. You are mistaken. It is not what happened yesterday; it is 
what caused yesterday to happen. 
 “A תַּלְמִיד of mine was desperately in need of money — so 
desperate that he went to extreme lengths to earn a little something 
for himself. But I am his בִי  his teacher, his father! Why did I not ,רֶּ
concern myself with his needs so that my תַּלְמִיד should not reach 
such a point of desperation? Why was I not aware of how badly my 
 ”?needed help in caring for his needs תַּלְמִיד
 The חֲתַם סוֹפֵר, weeping unabashedly, turned to his beloved 
 ”…begged, “please forgive me צַדִיק Please,” the“ .תַּלְמִיד

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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His Children 

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

  

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 When one reads the ה מָּ סְכָּ  ,הַּ
approbation, of R' Yosef Chaim 
Sonnenfeld ״ל צַּ ״ד the ,זַּ אבַּ  of the רַּ
Ashkenazi ה חֲרֵדִית ף  on the ,עֵדָּ סֵפֶר כַּ
יִים חַּ  one can get a small glimpse of the ,הַּ
esteem in which its author, יִים עֲקֹב חַּ  ר׳ יַּ
Sofer ״ל צַּ  was held. R' Yosef Chaim ,זַּ
Sonnenfeld writes that the author is 
“from those who toil in ה ה and תוֹרָּ  עֲבוֹדָּ
ה —  ”!לִשְמָּ
 R' Yosef Chaim continues, “I do 
not feel worthy to give a ה מָּ סְכָּ  on this הַּ
work that was sent to me … it is totally 
unnecessary. The brilliance of the סֵפֶר 
can be witnessed on its own merit … I see 
how the author toiled with all his 
strength to explain each ה כָּ  according הֲלָּ
to all the appropriate שִיטוֹת … and then 

was always successful in bringing out the 
final ה כָּ     ”… הֲלָּ
 There was something about  ר׳
יִים עֲקֹב חַּ כוֹת s’יַּ  that clearly פִסְקֵי הֲלָּ
showed he had an unusual יָּא א דִשְמַּ עְתָּ  .סִיַּ
An example can be seen in the following 
episode. 
 Once, a ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ עֲקֹב  asked תַּ ר׳ יַּ
יִים שְרוּת a question on the חַּ  of a כַּ
chicken. יִים עֲקֹב חַּ  ruled that he ר׳ יַּ
should not eat it. For some unknown 
reason, the ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  was not תַּ
convinced. He mentioned his case to 
another פוֹסֵק, who was willing to permit 
eating the chicken on the condition that 
the יִים חַּ ף הַּ  .would nullify his ruling כַּ
יִים  עֲקֹב חַּ  nullified his view in ר׳ יַּ
deference to the other פוֹסֵק, and the 
ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  returned home with his תַּ

chicken. However, the ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  never תַּ
had a chance to eat the chicken. That 
ת בָּ ש the ,שַּ מָּ  responsible for placing the שַּ
ם כָּ לְמִיד חָּ  s food in the communal oven'תַּ
accidentally  forgot  about  the  chicken,  
and  it  got  burnt,  becoming inedible. 
 My לְמִיד יִים ,תַּ עֲקֹב חַּ  must ר׳ יַּ
have reckoned that the פוֹסֵק was greater 
than himself and, therefore, the owner 
of the chicken had a ה  .on סוֹמֵךְ to be דֵעָּ
With such modesty and respect towards 
another פוֹסֵק, is it any wonder that he 
merited such יָּא א דִשְמַּ עְתָּ  The crown ?סִיַּ
of ה  shines best on someone who is תוֹרָּ
respectful and modest!  
  

רוּךְ!      יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
 רֶבִי  Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

• Many are נוֹהֵג to spread grass and flowers around 
the שׁוּל on בוּעוֹת  הקב״ה to commemorate how שָׁׁ
beautified הַר סִינַי with flowers and grass by  מַעֲמַד הַר
 .סִינַי

• Although some also have a ג  to bring small trees מִנְהָׁ
into שׁוּל, the גר״א was מְבַטֵל this ג  because it מִנְהָׁ
resembles the   גוֹישׁע custom to celebrate their גָׁה  חָׁ
with trees. 

• One should stand during the קְרִיאָה of the  ת ר  עֲש 
 so as not to עֲלִיָׁה from the beginning of that הַדִבְרוֹת
show that only the ת הַדִבְרוֹת ר   .are important עֲש 

Additionally, if one reads it [along], the first day’s 
ה רָׁ  should be said while standing; if one just הַפְטָׁ
listens he may sit). The ה רָׁ  should be given to הַפְטָׁ
one of the שׁוּבִים  .חָׁ

• Some refrain from saying תַחֲנוּן only on בוּעוֹת אִסְרוּ  שָׁׁ
ן until תַחֲנוּן others do not say ;חַג  ,However .י״ב סִיוָׁ
many wait until after ן    .י״ג סִיוָׁ

• A מִתְפַלֵל in a place where the ג  תַחֲנוּן of saying מִנְהָׁ
after בוּעוֹת ג differs from his שָׁׁ  must follow the מִנְהָׁ
קוֹם ג הַמָׁ  Acting differently is wrong and is a .מִנְהָׁ
violation of ּלאֺ תִתְגֺדְדו. 

בווּעווֹת חֲרֵי שָׁ חֲנווּן אאַ ת וְתוּאַ בווּעווֹ מָא:  שָׁ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ

Halacha Corner

צְמָח  …אֱמֶת מֵאֶרֶץ תִּ   —  Truth  will  sprout  from  the  earth 
ים פה: יב) … לִּ י זַצַ״ל .(תְהִּ  s interpretation’ר׳ שְמוּאֵל רוֹזוֹבְסְקִּ
of this פָסוּק explains why the ים  to always זוֹכֶה was כַף הַחַיִּ
find the truth. He would explain to his ים ידִּ װאָס מעֶר “ ,תַלְמִּ

ים צוּ   יז עֶס פאַר אִּ ינגעֶר אִּ יק, אַלץ גרִּ ידעֶרִּ יךְ נִּ אַ מעֶנטש האַלט זִּ
 The more humble a person is [lowly as—זעֶהן דעֶר אֶמֶת
earth], the easier it is for him to recognize the truth 
[which sprouts from the earth].” Source: משל אבות 

Sage Sayings

מוּת מִלִין …אַקְדָּ   
In introduction to the Words… 

מוּת  is written as a poem with the אַקְדָּ
message to awaken every Jew to love ד׳ 
and to study His ה  Each line has .תּוֹרָּ
exactly 10 syllables to remind us the 
importance of the בְרוֹת ת הַדִּ רֶׂ  10 ,עֲשֶׂ
commandments, which is a focal point 
to the entire ה  Each line ends with .תּוֹרָּ
the letters תא, the last and first letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet, to teach that the 
cycle of ה  learning never finishes - as תּוֹרָּ
soon as one completes a ר  one must ,סֵדֶׂ
begin studying again. There are exactly 
90 lines. The number 90 is the יָּה ימַטְרִּ  גִּ
of ְך לֶׂ ם and (ד׳ referring to) מֶׂ  which) מַיִּ
represents ה ם הַיְהוּדי and (תּוֹרָּ דָּ אָּ  הָּ
(referring to the unity of אֵל שְרָּ  The .(כְלַל יִּ
message is  ְיך א בְרִּ א וְקוּדְשָּ אֵל וְאוֹרַײְתָּ שְרָּ יִּ
 the Jewish nation is one — הוּא חַד הוּא
with ד׳ and His ה  .תּוֹרָּ

Understandingאקדמות

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Learning Contest
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Rav Shmuel Strashun (the Rashash) was busy one 
erev Pesach engrossed in learning Hilchos Pesach.

After much talk between them, the Rashash had no 
choice, and asked R’ Yankel to attend Beis Din:

The Rashash placed the money in his 
sefer and forgot to note it down. A 

few weeks later he was looking through 
his accounting books and noticed that 

R’ Yankel still owed him a large sum.

The next year before Pesach, the Rashash 
was once again studying Hilchos Pesach...

The Rashash made inquiries and 
discovered R’ Yankel’s new address.

The Rashash raced to R’ Yankel’s home. He begged 
forgiveness and promised to personally go from shul to 
shul in town to restore his good name. R’ Yankel cried and 

explained his predicament…

The Rashash’s son met R’ Yankel’s 
daughter and there was no question 
that this was a match made in Heaven.

I am willing to 
swear that I already 
paid Rav Shmuel the 

entire sum!

Hashem 
Yerachem! The 

money was here all 
along! R’ Yankel was 

right! What can I 
do?

Let it go. I 
am Mochel! I wouldn’t 

want an individual to make 
a false oath because of 

me.

R’ Yankel must 
have forgotten… 

Please let R’ Yankel 
know that his loan 
was due a month 

ago.

Rebbi, today is the day 
the loan is due, and B”H I 

have come to return the sum 
I borrowed!

R’ Yankel, 
thank you so 

much! … please give 
me the envelope and 

I will count the 
money later.

I must 
write this in my 

accounting book... 
but I really must 
finish the sugya 

first!

Rebbi... What can you 
possibly do to restore my 

reputation? People will just think 
that you’re doing it because you 
are a Tzaddik and that you have 

Rachmanus on me!

Hashem, 
Thank You! I 

realize that this 
whole episode 

came about only 
in order to make 
this shidduch a 

reality...

Hashem, I 
have no words 

to thank You for 
what You have 
done for my 

family!

R’ Yankel, 
everyone will believe 

me if I allow your 
daughter to marry 

my son...

Rebbi! Rebbi! 
If this will IY”H 
happen I will be 
mochel with my 

whole heart!

R’ Shmuel Strashun (the רש”ש) was born to R’ Yosef and Rassa in Zaskevich, 
Vilna. His father was his main rebbi. He married Sarah, the daughter of 
R’ Yehuda Yudel from Streszyn (Strashun), near Vilna. The young couple 
settled in her hometown where his father-in-law had a distillery. In 1812 the 
family moved to Vilna, where R’ Shmuel established another distillery, which 
his wife ran so he could learn and teach.  His classic and brilliant peirush 
Hagahos v’Chiddushei HaRashash is on almost every daf in Shas (except for 
2 blatt). He also wrote a peirush on the Midrash Rabbah. Although he was a 

great leader and his שעוּרים were legendary, he refused to accept any 
official position.

of course, R’ Yankel claimed 
that he had already paid.

The case was dropped - along with R’ Yankel’s 
parnasah. No one trusted him, and he could not make 
a living. He moved away to try to make a fresh start.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

צְחָק זַצַ״ל ים יִּ  and ר׳ שָאוּל was born in Piltin, Latvia, to ר׳ חַיִּ
יבַת טעֶלז Korb. He went to חַיָה  at 16 and quickly became יְשִּ
a יד מֻבְהָק  In 1896, he married .זַצַ״ל of R' Leizer Gordon תַלְמִּ

רְיָם צְחָק the daughter of ,לֵאָה מִּ יבָה ,Rabin ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ  of דַיָן and ראֺש יְשִּ
Ponovezh (ים לְמֺשֶה עַל יוֹרֶה דֵעָה לֻאִּ צְחָק In 1909, he succeeded .(בַעַל מִּ  ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ
as דַיָן, later serving as רָב in Pavlograd and then Zager. In 1926, he 
immigrated to the United States, serving as a רָב in Harlem, NY, where he 
published his classic ים יבוֹת חַיִּ ים ,and later (עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם) נְתִּ  In .(דְרוּש) טַל שְחָקִּ
1928, he became a יבָה אֶרֶץ  in Chicago, IL. In 1951, he moved to ראֺש יְשִּ
שְרָאֵל שְרָאֵל where he became close to many ,יִּ  He is buried next .גְדוֹלֵי אֶרֶץ יִּ
to יסר זַלְמַן  .זַצַ״ל Meltzer ר׳ אִּ

 ג׳ סיון
5630 – 5717 
1870 – 1957 

R' Yehuda Tzadka יבַת פּוֹרַת  ,זַצַ״ל ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
ים said, "Two ,יוֹסֵף יקִׁ ים the ,צַדִׁ  חָפֵץ חַיִׁ
and the ים  to be זוֹכֶה were ,כַף הַחַיִׁ
considered the leading ים  of the פּוֹסְקִׁ
previous generation, and their ים  סְפָרִׁ
are found in every תּוֹרָה home. Both 
of these ים יקִׁ  deserve this צַדִׁ
distinction because they were careful 
with their speech.” It follows that every 
word in their ים  and had the קָדוֹשׁ is סְפָרִׁ
שְׁמַיָא יַעְתָּא דִׁ ם to be סִׁ     !מְקֻבָל בַשָׁמַיִׁ
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ית אֲבֹתָם יַחֲנוּ    אמֹר: אִיש עַל דִגְלוֹ בְאֹתֹת לְבֵּ ר ה׳ אֶל מֹשֶה וְאֶל אַהֲרֹן לֵּ … וַיְדַבֵּ
( ב-בַמִדְבָר ב:א)  

 And Hashem spoke to מֹשֶה and to אַהֲרֹן, saying: Each man at 
his banner according to the insignias of their fathers’ household, shall 
they encamp … 
 The שְבָטִים took pride in the דְגָלִים, flags, that each one had. 
What was so significant about the flags?  
 The Jews prided themselves that each tribe served its 
particular function, thus enabling the nation as a whole to fulfill its 
purpose. Each man dwelled in the area of his tribe’s encampment, and 
each tribe traveled with its own flag. No one assumed another’s role, 
and each was loyal to his calling. 
 A story is told about R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל of Brisk. 
One יל יוֹם כִפּוּר  he noticed a wealthy and influential layman staying לֵּ
late in shul after מַעֲרִיב to say תְהִלִים. 
 R’ Yosef Dov approached the man and asked, “Tell me, what 
would happen if a soldier would flee from his battalion at a time of 
battle?” 
 The puzzled man quickly answered that he would be 
considered a deserter and liable for death.  
 R’ Soloveitchik continued, “And what if he did not leave the 
ranks, but merely abandoned his post and on his own went from the 

cavalry to join the infantry?” 
 The man pointed out that he was equally liable to the death 
penalty.  
 The רַב then told him, “My dear man, we are all members of 
the legions of ד׳. We all serve our roles and must guard our particular 
posts with diligence. The poor can do little to financially help others; 
they are the infantry. Their role is to recite תְהִלִים. The wealthier 
working class people have the job to fund תוֹרָה, as they are like the 
cavalry who stand high, leading the way for others as they perform 
 .חֶסֶד and צְדָקָה
 “You have been assigned to this segment of the nation. 
There are many needy people who rely on you to look after all their 
needs. You should be looking into finding solutions for the needy 
members of our community. How is it that you even have energy to 
stand here late at night reciting תְהִלִים? The task of providing 
assistance to the frail and broken should have drained your strength! 
Have you acted disloyally by abandoning your post as a cavalryman 
and assumed the job of an infantryman? Your job is to deal with the 
challenge of providing צְדָקָה and חֶסֶד, not to pick up a תְהִלִים, even on 
such an auspicious night of the year!” 

Adapted from: עַטֶרֶת מָרְדְכַי עַל הַתּוֹרָה (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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פרשה: במדבר     שבועות     יום א: שמות יט:א-כ:כג     יום ב: דברים טו:יט-טז:יז

הפטרה לשבת: והיה מספר בני ישראל כחול הים... )הושע ב:א-כב(

דף יומי לשבת:  יומא ל״ד, לשבועות:  יומא ל״ו, ל״ז     מ״ח ימים לעומר     אבות ו׳

שבועות: )אקדמות\רות(  הלל שלם - ב׳ ימים, יזכור יום ב׳ דשבועות
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This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ל לְזְכוּת אַחֵינוּ  אֵּ רָּ ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ ה וּמִשִעְבוּד כָּ ה לְאוֹרָּ ה וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ ה לִרְוָּ רָּ קוֹם יְרַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶם וְיוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ ה ... הַמָּ רָּ הַנְתוּנִים בַצָּ
מֵן. רִיב וְאִמְרוּ אָּ א וּבִזְמַן קָּ לָּ ה... בַעֲגָּ  לִגְאֻלָּ


